
Welsh Assembly Government Aim: 
The Stay Safe, Stay Learning policy statement states: 
“…we believe the most important thing in this time of unprecedented change and disruption is the safety and well-being of our children and our workforce and doing all we can to support the physical and mental well-being of our children and young people throughout this period.” 
(Developing approaches to support distance learning, WAG, 2020) 
 
Across our education system we are prioritising support for all learners to keep learning and transition effectively back into school when the time comes. Therefore, this advice focuses on the work of settings and schools in considering how all learners can be supported to return to education in a positive frame of mind, and to continue as seamlessly as possible with their learning. 
 
To help make this happen schools, PRUs and settings are advised to make all efforts to: 
· keep all children safe and well 
· offer access to childcare for critical workers 
· ensure learners who are at most risk are being supported 
· support the well-being of the education workforce 
· allow learners to access learning through digital or other accessible methods in a 
· practical and uncomplicated way 
· support all partners’ shared understanding of how effective, organised distance 
· learning can provide a breadth of learning experiences 
· support parents/carers access to guidance to understand their role in supporting 
· their children within distance learning 
· support the well-being and basic skills of learners through effective contact and 
· communications. 
Settings and schools will have access to support from regional consortia and local authorities as they develop their approaches to distance learning. This advice includes signposting to some models that settings and schools may wish to adopt or adapt as part of their distance learning strategy.  
(Developing approaches to support distance learning, WAG, 2020)  
Introduction: 
In recent years, online learning has formed an integral part of teaching and learning. 
Online resources are regularly accessed to enhance the curriculum and to promote independent learning, with the vast array of resources accessible in school and at home, as appropriate. Following school closures in March 2020, online learning became the main avenue to continue teaching and learning with the view that this would continue alongside a blended model of at home/in school education for coming months. This policy brings together important information linked to best practice, online safety, resources as well as support for teaching staff, parents/carers and our young people. Our approach is that online learning does not replace faceto-face teaching, but it is a vehicle to continue teaching and learning and ensuring we uphold our school vision statement: 
 
“to nurture kind, respectful children who show ambition and are able to learn, then apply the skills needed for a successful future” 
(Adamsdown Primary Vision Statement) 
 
An effective blended learning approach as part of the “new norm” has been be developed, building upon our distance learning strategies that worked efficiently throughout the lockdown period.  Adamsdown Primary’s blended learning approach has been produced upon basis of learners’ needs rather than attempting to carry on with business as usual, using the “Road Map” guidance from Hwb / Central South Consortium[footnoteRef:1].   We believe that communication with parents is vital, whether there should be a whole class shut down or whether individuals are needing to self-isolate and that the well-being of our pupils is paramount.  [1:  See Appendix 1 ] 

 
Blended Learning: 
There are many different types of blended learning models, but the main traits remain the same as defined by the Oxford Dictionary: 
"A style of education in which students learn via electronic and online media, as well as traditional face-to-face teaching" 
The teaching and learning is both synchronous (takes place at the same time for the teacher and pupils) and asynchronous (takes place at a time suitable for the teacher/pupils). In order to be successful, a blended learning model must be meaningful, enhanced, motivating and engaging for all pupils.  
 
[image: ] 
 
Strategies and Approaches: 
Strategies for and approaches to learning and teaching are as relevant outside of a classroom as they are in, if not more so.  Blended learning will consist of a range of approaches that can be broadly categorised as:   
  
1. Face-to-face time with learners  
· Within our blended learning model, it has been agreed that face to face classroom time in school is best used to:  
· Maximise the use of direct teaching time;   
· Introduce new ideas and skills including independent learning skills.  
· Guide learners through new content and skills linking to previous learning where possible.  
· Assess and continue to ensure pupil progress in skills and knowledge.  
· Provide real time, particularly verbal, feedback to address initial misunderstandings. Use a range of models to show the learning destination.  
· Closely guide and teach the new route through the learning.  
· Within social distancing guidelines, enable pupils to engage with each other – collaborative tasks, discuss and plan learning, see each other’s work.
· Improve engagement and ensure task completion through celebration and rewards as well as sanctions.  
· Maintain positive relationships with teachers and staff.   
2. Online learning 
· Activities delivered online, e.g., through HWB 
· Recorded lessons  
· Use of Home Learning Platform  
· Live-streaming of lessons 
3. Offline distance learning 
· For learners that are unable to effectively engage with online learning, teachers will plan and deliver direct teaching of the experiences, knowledge and skills the learners need to complete the tasks during face-to-face time. Learners then engage with these tasks at home without the need for further online instruction. 
4. Flipped Learning 
· The Flipped Classroom model flips the traditional relationship between class time and homework. Learners learn at home via online work and direct teaching, and teachers use class time for teacher-guided practice or projects. This model enables teachers to use class time to personalise learning. 
  
To facilitate the ‘online’ aspect of Blended Learning, we have ensured that all learners have access to their online learning platform (Hwb or Seesaw) and have a clear understanding of the following:   
· How to access material provided by the teacher   
· How to use the most appropriate online tools to complete any task set, including providing evidence of work completed away from a device, e.g. 
photograph or video of physical and practical activities, where appropriate  
· How to submit any digital material to their teacher or how to access and respond to any feedback provided by their teacher.  
Pedagogy, and the impact that it has on learning, is the driver for decision making.  In considering the strategy or approach it is important that feedback is always considered so that learning, rather than simply provision, is taking place.  The following table shows how we, as a school,  scaffold thinking and school level discussions around which mode for learning is best suited to each approach or strategy according to learner age and curriculum area and the unique context of each school. 
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Blended Learning Guidance, CSCJES, July 2020 
 
 
Platforms used for blended learning: 
 
1. Google Classroom 
Google Classroom is a collaboration tool within the Hwb platform for teachers and students. Teachers in KS2 have created an online classroom, invited students to the class can create and distribute assignments. Within the Google Classroom students and teachers can have conversations about the assignments and teachers can track the student's progress with “live marking” sessions and instant feedback 
 
2. Seesaw 
Used mainly in FP and Dosbarth Pearl, Seesaw is a simple way for teachers and students to record and share what's happening in the classroom. Seesaw gives students a place to document their learning, be creative and learn how to use technology. Each student gets their own journal and will have the ability to add  photos, videos, drawings, or notes. 
 
3. J2e 
Used through the Hwb platform, Just2easy’s tools encourage differentiated learning, with JIT for the youngest learners through to j2e5 for the more advanced. Just2easy provides an easy to use digital learning environment, where teachers, pupils and others can learn and use technology in a way which enhances, rather than replaces, more traditional approaches. 
 
Online Delivery:
It is important to use professional experience when allocating tasks online. Some tasks may require direct teaching and support and be more suited to face-to-face lessons. Tasks which do not require significant teacher input or that can be done offline, away from screens, are best completed at home. This may mean the order of course topics/units may need to be altered. 
Teachers will already have resources such as presentations, videos and web links which can be shared easily using Google Classroom / Hwb. There are also many resources available online which pupils can access such as Scholar, BBC Bitesize, etc. These useful resources should be used as part of the blended learning model. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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Paired and group work can continue during remote learning by using the collaboration tools on Google Classroom / Just2easy. This allows more than one person to contribute to documents or presentations. 
 
Good practice when planning and organising online learning: 
· Let pupils know when you will/will not be available, giving pupils chance for face to face contact at least four times per week (KS2) or twice a week (FP). 
· Turn off notifications after you have finished working for the day. 
· Any instructions need to be clear and specific. 
Checking on pupil progress is important to monitor and track understanding and progression. Google Forms, Kahoot and Quizlet are just some of the tools that can be used to set up quizzes, polls and mini-tests. They are self-marking, allowing you to analyse results by class or individuals. 
 
Live Lessons:
Live videos can be used within Google Meets to plug gaps in groups of pupil’s learning, play Helpwr Heddiw games, hold singing/story sessions and introduce new work. The teacher can share their desktop with pupils during a Google Meets meeting, allowing a presentation to be delivered, with the teacher talking to pupils. Wherever possible, another member of staff should be involved in this process to monitor the comments within the chat section, allowing the teacher to teach the lesson and comments to be discussed at the appropriate time. It also allows the chat area to be monitored for any inappropriate language/comments. 
Pupils should switch their screens off and mute their microphones. Teachers can then invite pupils to speak, if they wish, by asking them to unmute their microphones. This cuts down on background noise which can inhibit others from hearing properly. Teachers can keep the webcam and microphone on, if they wish, but they can also just use the microphone on its own. If using the webcam, it is important to be aware of your surroundings and have no personal items in view. On the Google Meets desktop app, you can use screen blur or various backgrounds. You should also be mindful of what is on your desktop, with pop-ups and applications such as Twitter or Skype closed. 
 
Recorded Lessons:
Being able to record lessons is a useful tool as these can be shared with pupils online and can also be used at a later date to remind pupils of prior learning. Below are a few ways to easily record lessons: 
· PowerPoint to Video:  Existing PowerPoint files can be converted to narrated videos or automatic PowerPoint shows. A step-by-step guide is available to help if using PowerPoint on the desktop. 
· Record your iPad screen:  If you have an iPad, you can record your screen by following the instruction guide. 
· Online Screen Recording:  There are free online screen recorders that can be used to capture your screen such as “Screencastify”(approved by Hwb via Google for Education). These have time limits to the length of video you can create. 
· Google Meets:  You can record video meetings for other people to watch later. To record a meeting, a G Suite administrator must turn on recording for your account.  You can record if you’re the meeting organiser or you’re a teacher signed into your G Suite account but not a student.  Recordings include the active speaker and anything that’s presented. Recordings are saved to the organiser’s Meet recordings folder in My drive. An email with the recording link is sent to the meeting organiser and the person who started the recording. The link is added to the Calendar event. 
 
Blended Learning and Wellbeing of Pupils: 
Moving to blended learning is a big adjustment for all shareholders at Adamsdown Primary School. Staff will ensure that regular calls / Class dojo messages are made to individual pupils who need to self-isolate, with immersion in lessons via Google meets where possible and where the child is feeling well.   
 
In the case of a whole class / school closure, teachers and TA’s will regularly check in on pupils via: 
· telephone calls,  
· Class Dojo messaging 
· Google Meet face-to-face “check in” sessions, where pupils can visit the online area to chat to a teacher about any problems they are having with work or just for a general catch up. 
If staff are concerned about individual pupils, they should report concerns to the Head Teacher.   
To ensure that pupils conduct themselves appropriately in online teaching sessions and to help online teaching be a positive experience for everyone, pupils have been given the following guidelines: 
 
1. Be on time: 	 
· Be at your device 5 minutes before the meeting is about to start; 	 
· Make sure your device is fully charged/ 	 
 	  
2. Chat responsibly: 	 
· Mute your mic until it is your turn to speak; 
· [image: ]Use the chat to type; 
· Put your hand up of you have a question. 
 
3. Presentation and environment: 
· Be in a quiet space in the main area of your house (not a bedroom) 
· Be appropriately dressed; • Use headphones if possible. 
 
4. Show Respect: 
· Do not eat; 
· Be kind and respectful; 
· Give the person speaking full attention. 
 
 
 
At the start of the Class Closure, parents and pupils will sign a google form to say that they agree to the Google Meet Rules and before each Google Meet session, pupils are reminded of these rules. 
 
Blended Learning and Wellbeing of Staff: 
We understand that working from home as a teacher during lockdown means organising both work and family. As well as ensuring we provide quality home learning for students, staff possibly also must care for their own children or vulnerable family members. To ensure a positive culture of staff wellbeing, staff should keep the following factors in mind: 
· Let learners know when you will be available / not available 
· Turn off notifications after they have finished working for the day to give themselves down time. 
· Share activities for the day in a google classroom/seesaw post so that all the information is in one place. Twitter can also be used for reminders
· Ensure that any instructions are clear and specific for remote learning, trying to keep to a similar format for all tasks so that students are clear on expectations. 
 
Blended Learning at Adamsdown Primary School:  Individual Pupil self isolation 

· Children who are isolating will be overseen by their class teacher and the Home Learning team. 
· Work on the Home Learning Platform will be updated regularly, giving new activities should pupils be off for more than one period of self-isolation. 
· Regular communication should be made with the pupil, and, if they are well enough, they should be invited to join certain lessons via Google Meets (this will be more prevalent in UKS2) 
 
Blended Learning at Adamsdown Primary School:  Whole Class isolation 
 
Nursery and Foundation Phase:  
· Work will be displayed via the class pages on the school website and pupils will be given work packs to go home.  These work packs will include reading resources, phonic work and fine motor skill activities.   
· Work will be sent to the class teacher by parents. 
· Communication will take place regularly via phone calls (nursery/reception) or Google Meets sessions (Y1/2) and Seesaw messaging, with any concerns being reported to the Head teacher.   
· Support staff will aid in the making of phone calls and will be available during Google Meet Sessions.  They will help to resource work when necessary. 
· In Y1/2, activities will be based around Seesaw and work will be set using the homework tab of the programme. 
Key Stage 2: 
· Work will be displayed via the Home Learning Platform. 
· Digitally deprived pupils will be identified, and relevant work packs will be sent home with those pupils as a hard copy. 
· Set work will include daily English/Maths and a context activity.  These will be handed in through the Google classroom Platform or seesaw for Dosbarth Pearl.
· The class teacher will send a daily message at the start of the day via the google classroom and twitter to inform the parents of the day's tasks. 
· Communication will take place regularly via Google Meets sessions, with any concerns being reported to the Head teacher. 
· Support staff will aid the class teacher during Google Meet sessions and with the marking and feedback of work. 

Blended Learning at Adamsdown Primary School:  Teaching Staff self isolation 
· Should a staff member need to self-isolate, and they are well, they will be expected to arrange various Google Meet sessions daily to check in with their class 
· If a teacher has tested positive for Covid 19 and are too unwell to “check in” with the class, the supply teacher will be directed to the planning and SLT / other teachers in the department will work with  the supply teacher to help arrange extra work should the planning reach an end. 
 
 	 
 
 
 

Useful Links for Practitioners: 
“How To” Guides:   
 
 
 
 

https://hwb.gov.wales/distance-learning/distance-learning-toolsthrough-hwb/practitioners/ 
Developing Approached to Support Distance Learning:   
https://hwb.gov.wales/distance-learning/developing-approaches-tosupport-distance-learning/ 
Distance learning Resources Foundation Phase:   
https://hwb.gov.wales/distance-learning/resources/foundationphase/ 
Distance learning Resources Key Stage 2:   
https://hwb.gov.wales/distance-learning/resources/key-stage-2/ 
Live Streaming Guidance:  
https://hwb.gov.wales/support-centre/hwb-services/live-streaming/ 
 
Supporting physical and mental well-being through distance learning:  
https://hwb.gov.wales/distance-learning/supporting-physical-and 	mental-well-being-through-distance-learning/ 
  


Useful Links for Parents and Carers: 
[image: ]Parent and Carer support: 
https://hwb.gov.wales/distance-learning/distance-learning-toolsthrough-hwb/welcome-to-parents-and-carers-support/ 
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[image: ] 
 
 
 
 
[image: ] 
 	• Ambitious • Brave• Confident • 	Page 10 
 
 	• Ambitious • Brave• Confident • 	Page 10 
 
 		Page 10 
Aim High, Be Kind, Show Respect

image4.jpg
Classroom Socially distant classroom | Distance online or digital

Self-assessment of work

Peer assessment of work

Building relationships and a
sense of community

Engaging and motivating
learners

Self-assessment of work

Need to consider whether this
offers best use of limited classroom
time for learners.

Peer assessment of work

More challenging to maintain
operational guidance on sharing
of resources and social distancing
but can be completed orally

Building relationships and a
sense of community whilst
adhering to social distancing
measures.

Consideration needs to be

given to learner well-being as
maintaining relationships has
been a significant challenge for
many learners and this provides an
opportunity.

Regular contact opportunities

in a safe and supportive
environment providing feedback
and dialogue about learning

Online self-assessment in

learning spaces using comments
or rubrics

Use of online spaces for peer
assessment and feedback
Need to consider how learners
are supported to make relevant
comments and also needs to be
monitored.

Blogging and discussions online
Visible teacher/school presence
online

Class media accounts

Team competitions

Videoed assemblies

Regular contact opportunities
in a safe and supportive online
environment providing feedback

and dialogue about learning

Offline self-assessment of work
using set criteria

Need to consider how shared back
to teacher to complete feedback
loop

More challenging to come up
with offline solutions of how this
can be completed meaningfully

Opportunities to work
independently for something
that supports a group goal or
experience could be beneficial
Clear communication to parents
and carers about how the school is
working to support this is needed

Engagement of learners along
with parents/carers

Need to consider availability and
willingness of parent to do this and
time along with expertise needed.




image30.jpg
Socially distant classroom | Distance online or digital

Teacher direct teaching to
explain concepts

Use of shared texts or textbooks
in the classroom

Use of workbooks in the
classroom

Meeting, sharing and discussing
learning - oral feedback

Teacher marking as written
feedback to work

Teacher direct teaching to
explain concepts

Need to consider that a teacher
would need to repeat this to each
small group of learners

Use of texts or textbooks in the
classroom

Need to consider how materials
are safely used by learners in line
with operational guidance

Use of workbooks in the
classroom

Need to consider how materials
are safely used by learners in line
with operational guidance

Meeting, sharing and discussing
learning - oral feedback. Can be
feedback to work completed in
the classroom or at home.

Need to maintain social distancing
but presents a real opportunity for
quality dialogue with small groups
of learners or individuals

Teacher marking as written
feedback to work

Need to maintain social distancing

Video and audio explanations
from teachers or external sources
Can be accessed and worked
through at own pace. Can also
allow teachers to share expertise
across classrooms and potentially
schools.

Online book or multimedia
resource either made by teacher
or from a range of sites

Online space or website for skill
building

Oral feedback through voice/
video recordings on pieces of
work submitted

Online polls to check
understanding

Online tests or interactive
quizzes to check understanding

Distance offline

Instructions are written. Parent
or carer explains concept.

Need to consider if learner can
access the written instructions.
Need to consider availability and
willingness of parent to do this and
time along with expertise needed.

Use of texts or textbooks at
home

Need to ensure equity of access to
texts for learners

Use of workbooks at home

Need to consider equity of access
to workbooks for all learners

Oral feedback from parents/
carers

Need to consider availability and
willingness of parent to do this and
time along with expertise needed.

Opportunity to reflect on
and respond to any marking
comments received from teacher




image40.jpg
Classroom Socially distant classroom | Distance online or digital

Self-assessment of work

Peer assessment of work

Building relationships and a
sense of community

Engaging and motivating
learners

Self-assessment of work

Need to consider whether this
offers best use of limited classroom
time for learners.

Peer assessment of work

More challenging to maintain
operational guidance on sharing
of resources and social distancing
but can be completed orally

Building relationships and a
sense of community whilst
adhering to social distancing
measures.

Consideration needs to be

given to learner well-being as
maintaining relationships has
been a significant challenge for
many learners and this provides an
opportunity.

Regular contact opportunities

in a safe and supportive
environment providing feedback
and dialogue about learning

Online self-assessment in

learning spaces using comments
or rubrics

Use of online spaces for peer
assessment and feedback
Need to consider how learners
are supported to make relevant
comments and also needs to be
monitored.

Blogging and discussions online
Visible teacher/school presence
online

Class media accounts

Team competitions

Videoed assemblies

Regular contact opportunities
in a safe and supportive online
environment providing feedback

and dialogue about learning

Offline self-assessment of work
using set criteria

Need to consider how shared back
to teacher to complete feedback
loop

More challenging to come up
with offline solutions of how this
can be completed meaningfully

Opportunities to work
independently for something
that supports a group goal or
experience could be beneficial
Clear communication to parents
and carers about how the school is
working to support this is needed

Engagement of learners along
with parents/carers

Need to consider availability and
willingness of parent to do this and
time along with expertise needed.




image5.png
GOOGLE MEET RULES

BE AT YOUR DEVICE 5 MINUTES
BEFORE THE
MEETING IS ABOUT TO START.

MAKE SURE YOUR DEVICE IS
FULLY CHARGED.

PRESENTATION &
ENVIRONMENT
BE IN A QUIET SPACE IN THE

MAIN AREA OF YOUR HOUSE
2 (NOT A BEDROOM)

BE APPROPRIATELY DRESSED

USE HEADPHONES IF POSSIBLE

Oz )
~_..BEON CHAT “f
S
aTIME RESPONSIBLY

MUTE YOUR MIC UNTIL ITS
YOUR TURN TO SPEAK

USE THE CHAT TO TYPE

PUT YOUR HAND UP IF YOU
HAVE A QUESTION

SHOW
RESPECT

DO NOT EAT

BEKINDAND
RESPECTFUL |
4%

GIVE THE PERSON SPEAKING
YOUR FULL ATTENTION

ILOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL!




image6.png




image7.jpg




image8.png




image9.jpg
A
53
k% [=]

R -

[ ]
Ty
radds
)

e

b




image10.png
|

duti




image11.jpg
[m] 845 b
FLA Ty T
%w_ S

[=] ..nu..#.._m_





image16.png




image70.jpg




image17.png




image90.jpg
A
53
k% [=]

R -

[ ]
Ty
radds
)

e

b




image18.png
|

duti




image110.jpg
[m] 845 b
FLA Ty T
%w_ S

[=] ..nu..#.._m_





image12.jpg




image13.jpg
| [} Road Map to Blended Learning

Consortiwn Canolbarth y De
Central South Consortium

School operations
Using the guidance provided by Welsh Government, each local authority has provided guidance to

their schools.

Aroad map to support schools in developing a whole school approach to blended learning

+ Schools should refer o their Local Authority guidance for further support.

———

) Aschool needs to assess and evaluate their situation and think carefully about where they are
currently and the culture they want to develop.

Review the school culture

+ What are the unique considerations for the school context?
+ What are the systems, routines and behaviours for staff and learners?

Well-being checkpoint
How are learners and staff?

Curriculum planning and sequencing

Curriculum includes,al the learning experiences and assessment activities planned in pursuit of
the agreed purposes of education; both as face-to-face and distance learning.

Consider the what, the why and the how to ensure the curriculumis:
+ Broad and balanced

+ Coherentand progressive

+ Rich inliteracy, numeracy and digital competence

+ Supportleamer well-being and self-directed learning skills

|

“The school’ vision for learing is underpinned by excellence and equity for a learners.
Further information about models for teaching will be available on the CSC website here.

Consistent approach to learning and teaching

8
§
g
g
§
s
3
:
g
H
H
5
g
3
L3
$
5
|
£
£

+ What model/s does the school currently use? Does this need reconsideration/ adaptation?
- Doallpractitioners know, understand and consistently apply the learning and teaching policy

=

What technology does our curriculum require pupils and staff to use?

The CSC Blended Learning Guidance contains information on the tools available on Hwb (pages

23-25).

- Doallstaffand leaers have the technology and skils they need?
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work submitted

Online polls to check
understanding

Online tests or interactive
quizzes to check understanding

Distance offline

Instructions are written. Parent
or carer explains concept.

Need to consider if learner can
access the written instructions.
Need to consider availability and
willingness of parent to do this and
time along with expertise needed.

Use of texts or textbooks at
home

Need to ensure equity of access to
texts for learners

Use of workbooks at home

Need to consider equity of access
to workbooks for all learners

Oral feedback from parents/
carers

Need to consider availability and
willingness of parent to do this and
time along with expertise needed.

Opportunity to reflect on
and respond to any marking
comments received from teacher




